
 

Moving from Kirtland to Nauvoo 
  
Welcome everyone to our next lesson. This week we are tracing the collapse of Kirtland into Missouri and then 
toward Nauvoo while following the evolution of revelation, sacred motion, and ritual order. We will study why 
Kirtland fractured under financial pressure, dissent, violence, and competing expectations of prophetic 
leadership. Then we will examine Hiram Page, Mrs. Hubble, and the question of how a revelatory people learn 
the difference between personal spiritual gifts and commandments for the whole Church. Finally, we will study 
the Masonic world surrounding Joseph before his formal initiation, the ritual grammar already present in the 
School of the Prophets, and the later Far West tradition concerning a Masonic distress call. As you read, watch 
Joseph learning to preserve spiritual experimentation while creating enough order for the covenant community 
to remain together. 

  

 
 

The end of Kirtland needs to be read and studied as a convergence of economic crisis, legal pressure, internal 
dissent, and violence. The Kirtland Safety Society collapsed during the national Panic of 1837, property values 
fell, lawsuits multiplied, and several prominent Saints interpreted financial disappointment as evidence that 
Joseph had failed as a prophet. Doctrine and Covenants 1:24 gives us the larger theological framework for this 
problem because revelation comes through human language and human limitation. Review the Kirtland Temple 
texts as well, since the community that fractured in 1837 and 1838 had only recently experienced washing, 
anointing, solemn assembly, visions, and the dedication of the House of the Lord. The final primary source in 
this section is the revelation received on January 12, 1838, directing Joseph and Sidney Rigdon to leave 
Kirtland and gather with the Saints in Missouri. 

Readings: 
The Kirtland Safety Society 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/history/topics/kirtland-safety-society?lang=eng


This is the clearest overview of the financial institution, the Panic of 1837, the losses suffered by the Saints, and the dissent 
that followed. 
Kirtland, Ohio 
Use this short historical overview to place the temple dedication, economic collapse, apostasy, threats, and movement to Far 
West into one chronology. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Revelation, 12 January 1838 C” 
This is the primary revelation associated with Joseph and Sidney leaving Kirtland. Read the historical introduction and 
identify the pressure surrounding the decision. 
Doctrine and Covenants 1:24, Doctrine and Covenants 109, Doctrine and Covenants 110 
Read section 1:24 as the principle of revelation through human language. Review sections 109 and 110 as the sacred 
experience the Saints carried with them when Kirtland collapsed. 

  

 
 

Hiram Page gives us the earliest major test of how revelation functions inside a covenant community. Hiram 
was a physician, Catherine Whitmer’s husband, one of the Eight Witnesses, and a teacher in the new Church. 
In September 1830 he produced a body of revelation through a stone that persuaded members of the Whitmer 
family and Oliver Cowdery. Read Doctrine and Covenants 28 closely and mark the words appointed, 
commandments and revelations in this Church, brother, order, and common consent. Then compare the text 
with the later Mrs. Hubble experience in Doctrine and Covenants 43. Hiram comes first in September 1830, 
while Mrs. Hubble comes after Joseph reaches Kirtland in February 1831. Read Numbers 12 beside both 
revelations and watch how the biblical story preserves widespread prophetic experience while defining a 
particular governing stewardship. 

 
Readings: 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Hiram Page” 
This biography establishes Hiram’s family connection, medical work, Church office, witness of the plates, and later history. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Revelation, September 1830 B, Doctrine and Covenants 28” 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/history/topics/kirtland-ohio?lang=eng
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-12-january-1838-c
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/1?id=p24&lang=eng#p24
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/109?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/110?lang=eng
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/person/hiram-page
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-september-1830-b-as-published-in-ohio-star-dc-28


Read the historical introduction and the early wording of the revelation. Pay special attention to appointment, spheres of 
authority, and the private correction of Hiram as a brother. 
Doctrine and Covenants 28 
Underline every phrase that preserves personal revelation and every phrase that defines governing revelation for the 
Church. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Revelation, February 1831 A, Doctrine and Covenants 43” 
This is the primary source connected with Mrs. Hubble. Compare the language of appointment with Doctrine and Covenants 
28 and consider how later history remembers the male and female claimants differently. 
Doctrine and Covenants 43 
Read verses 1 through 7 as a second attempt to preserve spiritual gifts while defining who receives commandments for the 
whole Church. 
Exodus 15:20 through 21, Numbers 12, Micah 6:4 
Use these texts to establish Miriam’s accepted role as a prophetess and national leader, then examine the question, “Has 
the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses?” 

  

 
 

Freemasonry should first be studied as a system of moral instruction through enacted ritual. The Church 
History Topics essay identifies Hyrum Smith and Heber C. Kimball as men who belonged to Masonic lodges in 
the 1820s, which means Masonic knowledge already existed around Joseph before his own initiation in March 
1842. Then read the Kirtland sources on their own terms. Doctrine and Covenants 88 creates a guarded ritual 
community through a presiding teacher, kneeling prayer, uplifted hands, a formal salutation, covenantal 
recognition, and washing of feet. The January 1833 minutes show Joseph washing the hands, faces, and feet 
of the elders and pronouncing them clean from the blood of that generation. The Christian source is John 13, 
while the structural comparison with Masonry appears in guarded entrance, recognized brotherhood, embodied 
instruction, and progressive preparation. The assignment is to distinguish structural resemblance from 
documented dependence. 

 
Readings: 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/28?lang=eng
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-february-1831-a-dc-43
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/43?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/ex/15?id=p20-p21&lang=eng#p20
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/num/12?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/micah/6?id=p4&lang=eng#p4


United Grand Lodge of England, “What Is Freemasonry?” 
This is the easiest student overview of Freemasonry, its origins, its use of degrees, and its reliance upon grips, words, signs, 
tools, and symbolic instruction. 
Church History Topics, “Masonry” 
This official essay identifies the early Latter Day Saint Masons, explains the three degree system, and gives the Church’s 
current account of the relationship between Masonry and the Nauvoo endowment. 
Steven C. Harper, “Freemasonry and the Latter day Saint Temple Endowment Ceremony” 
This article gives a careful historical discussion of similarities, differences, chronology, and Joseph’s use of cultural forms as 
a catalyst for revelation. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Revelation, 3 January 1833, Doctrine and Covenants 88:127 through 137” 
This is the primary text containing “Art thou a brother or brethren,” uplifted hands, the covenantal salutation, and the token of 
the everlasting covenant. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Minutes, 22 through 23 January 1833” 
These minutes record the organization of the School of the Prophets and Joseph’s washing of the hands, faces, and feet of 
the gathered elders. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Washing of Feet” 
This short topic page traces foot washing from the School of the Prophets into the later Kirtland endowment preparations. 
Doctrine and Covenants 88:128 through 141, John 13:4 through 17 
Read the two texts together and identify which elements come directly from Christian scripture and which elements create 
the broader ritual grammar of a guarded sacred community. 

  

 
 

The Far West material gives us a direct exercise in our study and the historical method. The execution order 
and Alexander Doniphan’s refusal are firmly established history that we need to put in the correct context. 
Hyrum Smith later testified that Doniphan called the proposed execution cold blooded murder and withdrew his 
brigade, while the Saints’ petition to Congress credited his protest with preventing the killing and the sources 
clearly indicate joseph using the Masonic distress call. Read the contemporary and near contemporary records 
first, then evaluate how much weight a later recollection should carry when no surviving 1838 diary, military 
report, letter, or court record identifies a Masonic signal. Decide for yourself how you feel about this. 

https://www.ugle.org.uk/discover-freemasonry/what-is-freemasonry
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/history/topics/masonry?lang=eng
https://rsc.byu.edu/reason-faith/freemasonry-latter-day-saint-temple-endowment-ceremony
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/revelation-3-january-1833-dc-88127-137
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/minutes-22-23-january-1833
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/topic/washing-of-feet
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/88?id=p128-p141&lang=eng#p128
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/nt/john/13?id=p4-p17&lang=eng#p4


 
 
Readings: 
Church History Topics, “Mormon Missouri War of 1838” 
Use this overview to reconstruct the conflict, the siege of Far West, the execution order, Doniphan’s intervention, Joseph’s 
imprisonment, and the expulsion of the Saints. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Hyrum Smith, Testimony, 1 July 1843,” page 14 
This is Hyrum’s account of Doniphan refusing to participate in what he called cold blooded murder. Read the wording 
carefully and note what the source does and does not say. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Petition to United States Congress, circa 29 November 1839,” page 27 
This petition records the court martial, the sentence, Doniphan’s protest, and the claim that his intervention prevented the 
execution. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Extermination Order” 
This event page gives the date and basic documentary setting for Governor Lilburn Boggs’s order authorizing expulsion or 
extermination. 
History of the Reorganized Church, Volume 2, Chapter 19 
This later compiled history preserves the Doniphan narrative. Use it as a comparison source and ask how its distance from 
the events changes the weight you assign to it. 

  

 
 

Finish the homework by tracing the Saints from Far West into Illinois. After Joseph escaped Missouri custody in 
April 1839, Church leaders investigated land on both sides of the Mississippi River and purchased property in 
Commerce, Illinois, as well as thousands of acres in Iowa Territory. The new settlement became Nauvoo in 
April 1840, a name connected with Hebrew language for beauty. Read these documents as the practical 
foundation for everything that comes next. Nauvoo begins through land contracts, debt, settlement planning, 
legal protection, and the determination to build another temple after Kirtland and Missouri. 

Readings: 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Minutes, 24 April 1839” 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/history/topics/mormon-missouri-war-of-1838?lang=eng
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/hyrum-smith-testimony-1-july-1843-extradition-of-js-for-treason/14
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/petition-to-united-states-congress-circa-29-november-1839-draft/28
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/event/extermination-order
https://www.centerplace.org/history/ch/v2ch19.htm
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/minutes-24-april-1839/2


These minutes appoint Joseph Smith, Vinson Knight, and Alanson Ripley to inspect land and explain how the search led to 
purchases in Illinois and Iowa. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Agreement with George W. Robinson, 30 April 1839” 
This is one of the foundational land documents for the purchase near Commerce from Isaac Galland. 
Joseph Smith Papers, “Nauvoo, Illinois” 
This place page summarizes the purchase of Commerce, the April 1840 name change, the Hebrew sense of beautiful, and 
the development of the temple city. 
Isaiah 52:7 
Read the Hebrew naming context through Isaiah’s image of beautiful feet bringing peace and good news, then consider why 
Joseph chose that language for a refugee city. 

Questions to bring to class: 
How does Joseph preserve spiritual experimentation while defining the limits of governing revelation? Which Kirtland 
ritual elements arise directly from Christian scripture, and which resemble the broader ritual grammar of 
Freemasonry? How should historians weigh a late recollection against contemporary documentary evidence? What 
did the losses of Kirtland and Missouri teach Joseph about the legal, political, and physical conditions required to 
build a temple city? 

 

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/agreement-with-george-w-robinson-30-april-1839
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/place/nauvoo-illinois
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/isa/52?id=p7&lang=eng#p7

