Fluid Revelation and the Living Temple Ordinance

The Relief Society and Entrance into the Holy Order

7 Nauvoo, Women, and the Holy Order
Homework and Primary Source Worksheet
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This week we are tracing the Saint's move from their refugee survival at Commerce into the
organized female covenant body of the Relief Society and then into women’s participation in the Holy
Order. Read the sources as a sequence. Women first sustain the community through nursing, textile
labor, healing, and spiritual gifts. Joseph then organizes them under a presidency with their designed
laws, minutes, and is given revelation of their own authority. In late 1843, women begin receiving and
administering the Nauvoo temple ordinances. The assignment asks you to dive into the
contemporary records from later recollections and to identify where the evidence is direct, where it is
retrospective, and where an interpretation depends upon the convergence of several sources. Study
this diachronically and realistically. Help yourself understand what is happening and put extra weight
on the theophonic text.



1 Refuge, Disease, and the Women Who Kept Commerce Alive
Emily and Harriet Partridge as a case study in female ministry before formal organization
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Emily and Harriet Partridge arrived at Commerce after repeated displacement through Ohio,
Missouri, Quincy, and Pittsfield. Their father pitched the family tent beneath an elm tree. Because the
sisters had not yet contracted the local fever, Edward Partridge sent them among the sick. Emily
cared for Ebenezer Robinson and his wife until she became ill herself. Harriet returned to the family
tent sick before Emily. Harriet died on May 16, 1840, at age eighteen, and Edward died eleven days
later on May 27. Their story is just one example of how women were already performing the
embodied work of relief, healing by laying on of hands, and communal service before the Relief
Society gave that work a formal ecclesiastical home. It first evolved naturally and God uses that
natural evolution to teach what more it can be. We can look back and see what it was originally in
the age of the first temple.
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Required readings

1. Emily Dow Partridge Young, Autobiography Primary source. Read from the family’s arrival in
Quincy through the deaths of Harriet and Edward. Mark every action performed by Emily, Harriet,
Lydia, and the women who cared for the Partridge children.

2. A Beautiful Place, Saints. volume 1, chapter 35 Historical synthesis. Compare this narrative
reconstruction with Emily’s autobiography. Identify which details come from Emily and which details
are supplied by the modern historical narrative.

3. Joseph Smith Journal, July 21 through 23. 1839 Primary source. Read the contemporary
journal entry describing widespread sickness and priesthood administrations. Pay attention to the
admission that many remained sick and new cases continued daily.


https://josephsmithfoundation.org/emily-partridge-young-1824-1899-autobiography/
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/history/saints-v1/35-a-beautiful-place?lang=eng
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/journal-1839/11

Source questions

1. What forms of religious and communal authority appear in Emily and Harriet’s actions before
either woman holds a formal office?

2. How does the retrospective date of Emily’s autobiography affect the way you use it as evidence?
Name one detail that can be corroborated through another source.

3. What changes when Joseph’s documented healing administrations are read alongside the
women’s daily labor of nursing, feeding, washing, carrying water, and caring for the dying?

2 Springfield, Legal Protection, and Masonic Authorization

Documented networks, institutional authority, and the limits of historical inference

SPRINGFIELD THE LEGAL AND MASONIC NETWORK BEHIND NAUVOO
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Joseph entered Springfield in November 1839 while seeking legal and political redress for the
Missouri expulsions. The documentary chain leads from Joseph'’s relationship with James Adams
into the lllinois Masonic structure through which the Nauvoo lodge was authorized. The assignment
is to reconstruct the chain without turning circumstantial proximity into an invented private meeting.
But to also not ignore the obvious connection that are the most likely connection to the similarities of
the Nauvoo Temple rites and the Freemasonry ritual drama. Every step should be labeled as
documented fact, strong inference, or unresolved possibility.

Required readings

1. Joseph Smith to Emma Smith, November 9, 1839 Primary source. Read Joseph’s

explanation for the sacrifice of the journey and his language of humanity, injury, and redress.

2. Abraham Lincoln to John T. Stuart, March 1, 1840 Primary source. Identify exactly what
Lincoln says about “Jo Smith” and what the letter proves about political awareness in Lincoln’s circle.



https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/letter-to-emma-smith-9-november-1839/1
https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/documents/D200216

3. Authorization from Abraham Jonas, March 15, 1842 Primary source. Read the special
authorization permitting Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon to receive the Masonic degrees rapidly.
Note who possessed authority to permit the exception.

4. Nauvoo Masonic Lodge minutes, March 15 and 16, 1842 Primary source. Construct an hour
by hour chronology of Joseph’s initiation, advancement, and raising as a Master Mason.

Source questions

1. List the documented links connecting Joseph Smith, James Adams, Abraham Jonas, and the
Nauvoo lodge. Which link remains an inference?

2. Why does the written authorization from Jonas matter for evaluating Joseph’s unusually rapid
advancement?

3. How should a historian describe Joseph'’s relationship to Lincoln’s Springfield world without
claiming a meeting that the surviving record does not preserve?

3 Naming Nauvoo and the Restoration of Daughter Zion
Hebrew interpretation, prophetic personification, and revelation through accommodation

.

Naming Nauvoo

Beauty, Rest, and Daughter Zion
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The First Presidency explained Nauvoo as a Hebrew name conveying a beautiful situation or place
and the idea of rest. The name belongs beside Isaiah’s Daughter Zion texts with the language being
squarely rooted in the role of the Mother understood through the lens of Doctrine and Covenants
124. Joseph names the refugee settlement into its intended future. The linguistic assignment
requires us to understand what the Hebrew forms can mean, identify Joseph’s nineteenth century
interpretation, and then explain how the prophetic image of Zion as mother produces the daughters
of Zion from Isaiah in mother, bride, and city which has always shaped the theological argument
since the obscurity of the Mother.

Required readings


https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/authorization-from-abraham-jonas-15-march-1842/1
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/minutes-15-16-march-1842/1

1. First Presidency Proclamation, January 15, 1841 Primary source. Read the explanation of
Nauvoo and the Joseph Smith Papers annotation discussing Joseph’s Hebrew study and the forms
associated with beauty and rest.

2. Doctrine and Covenants 124 Primary source. Mark every phrase concerning Zion, city,
habitation, rest, temple, house, glory, and the gathering of the Saints.

3. Isaiah 52, 54, and 62 Primary source. Begin with Isaiah 52 and continue into chapters 54 and
62. Trace Daughter Zion from humiliation and exile into beauty, marriage, children, and restored
covenant identity.

4. Louis C. Zucker, Joseph Smith as a Student of Hebrew Academic article. Read the
discussion of Joshua Seixas, Joseph’s Hebrew training, and the linguistic background proposed for
the name Nauvoo.

Source questions

1. What is the difference between saying that Nauvoo lexically means “woman” and saying that its
language of beauty and rest participates in the restoration pattern of the women of the church as the
Daughters of Zion?

2. How and more importantly why does Isaiah personify the covenant city as a woman, and which
features of that personification become relevant to Nauvoo?

3. Explain how the naming of Nauvoo illustrates revelation through accommodation. How does God
name and direct a future without forcing the people immediately into its final form?

4 Sacred Textile, Kirtland Gifts, and Something Better

From women who construct sacred space to women organized for sacred order

FROM SACRED TEXTILE TO PRIESTHOOD ORDER

Ancient weavers, Kirtland gifts. and the organization of women
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The comparison between ancient sanctuary weavers, Kirtland women, and the proposed Nauvoo
sewing society is typological and institutional. Exodus presents women wise and skilled of heart who


https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/proclamation-15-january-1841/1
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/124?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/isa/52?lang=eng
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V03N02_43.pdf

wove the narratives of life on the temple veil for the sanctuary. Second Kings preserves women
weaving within the First Temple period. Kirtland women were first asked to make the temple veils
that separated sacred space in Kirtland. In Nauvoo, a proposed sewing society to support temple
construction was first given to the sisters to organize as a presidency under, it led to the governing
record, and a female covenant body. The comparison rests on the inspiration of these recurring
functions in our modern times.

Required readings

1. Exodus 35:25 through 26 and Exodus 38:8 Primary source. Read the women described as
wise of heart, their spinning of sacred materials, and the women serving or assembling at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

2. Second Kings 23:7 Primary source. Identify the women, the location of their weaving, and the
debated object described by the Hebrew word often translated “hangings,” “houses,” or “shrines.”

3. Scott B. Noegel, The Women of Asherah Academic article. Read the linguistic discussion of
the women weaving in Second Kings 23:7. Record what the text establishes securely and what
remains debated.

4. Joseph Smith Journal, February 22, 1836 Primary source. Read the entry stating that the
sisters met to make the temple veil and note the organized religious setting of the work.

5. Linda King Newell and Valeen Tippetts Avery, Sweet Counsel and Seas of Tribulation
Academic article. Read the evidence for women’s prophecy, tongues, healing, and inspiration in
Kirtland and identify how charismatic authority developed where formal office remained limited.
6. Nauvoo Relief Society Minute Book, March 17, 1842 Primary source. Trace the
transformation from a drafted sewing society constitution into presidency, law, officers, minutes,
discipline, and temple preparation.

Source questions

1. What does the Hebrew phrase “wise of heart” contribute to the interpretation of women’s textile

labor as sacred intelligence rather than ordinary domestic work?

2. State the strongest academic comparison among Exodus, Second Kings, Kirtland, and Nauvoo.
Then state one claim the evidence does not support.

3. Why does the creation of the Kirtland veil matter to an argument about women later entering the
temple order rather than merely supporting it from outside?


https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/ex/35?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/2-kgs/23?lang=eng
https://faculty.washington.edu/snoegel/PDFs/articles/noegel-women-asherah-cbq-83-2021.pdf
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/journal-1835-1836/161
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss2/3/
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/the-first-fifty-years-of-relief-society/part-1/1-2/1-2-1?lang=eng

5 Emma Smith, Elect Lady, and the Mission of Relief

Revelation becomes presidency, and relief becomes organized salvation work

EMMA SMITH, ELECT LADY, AND THE MISSION OF RELIEF
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Doctrine and Covenants 25 calls Emma a daughter in Zion and an elect lady, then commissions her
to expound scripture and exhort the Church. On March 17, 1842, Joseph reads that revelation into
the organization of the Relief Society and interprets Emma’s election as its institutional fulfillment.
The naming debate then reveals the women’s understanding of their work. Relief means active
rescue, moral protection, governance, and the saving of souls. Emma’s presidency joins the
personal revelation of 1830 to a functioning female institution in 1842. The restoration language is
clear.

Required readings

1. Doctrine and Covenants 25 Primary source. Mark daughter in Zion, elect lady, office, expound,
exhort, hymns, and the final statement that the Lord’s voice is unto all.

2. Revelation, July 1830 C Primary source. Compare the early manuscript wording with the
modern canonical text and review the historical annotation.

3. Nauvoo Relief Society Minute Book, March 17, 1842 Primary source. Read Joseph’s
interpretation of elect as elected to a particular work, the appointment of Emma’s counselors, and

the debate between Benevolent and Relief.

4. Nauvoo Relief Society Minute Book, June 9, 1842 Primary source. Read Joseph'’s statement
that the Society exists to relieve the poor and save souls. Observe how material aid and repentance
are joined in one mission.

5. Something Better for the Sisters Academic chapter. Read the scholarly reconstruction of the
proposed sewing society, the organization under priesthood authority, and the temple trajectory of
the Society.



https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/25?lang=eng
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-july-1830-c-dc-25/1
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/the-first-fifty-years-of-relief-society/part-1/1-2/1-2-1?lang=eng
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/the-first-fifty-years-of-relief-society/part-1/1-2/1-2-12?lang=eng
https://rsc.byu.edu/joseph-smith-doctrinal-restoration/something-better-sisters

6. Joseph Smith’s Teachings about Priesthood, Temple, and Women Official historical essay.
Record how the official essay distinguishes delegated priesthood authority, women’s temple
ordinances, and ordination to male ecclesiastical office.

Source questions

1. How did inspiration to the women leaders of the time transform Emma’s personal revelation into
the public institutional authority then established on March 17, 18427

2. Why does Emma prefer Relief to Benevolent, and what does the choice reveal about the intended
mission of the Society? Keep in mind joseph's teachings of the restoration of Lady Zion as the relief
that will restore the covenant city.

3. How can the Relief Society be described as a preparatory female priesthood order while
preserving the distinction between its authority and male priesthood offices?

6 Women Enter and Administer the Holy Order

Contemporary evidence for healing, endowment, female officiation, and reciprocal covenant administration

WOMEN ENTER AND ADMINISTER THE HOLY ORDER

Healing, ancinting, temple administration, and covenant partnership
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This section is the documentary center of the homework. Pay close attention to the words used and
build the chronology carefully as you study. Relief Society women first administer healing in a unique
pattern within their organized meetings. Joseph publicly validates women’s administration and turns
over the keys to the women. Emma then becomes the first woman to receive the Nauvoo
endowment on September 28, 1843, and begins administering the female portions of the ordinances
to other women. By early 1844, endowed women perform ritual washings and anointings within
covenant relationships. Changing how temple ordinances are done from this time forward. These
actions belong to related stages of development, and each stage must be examined carefully on its
own terms and context.

Core primary sources


https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics-essays/joseph-smiths-teachings-about-priesthood-temple-and-women?lang=eng

1. Nauvoo Relief Society Minute Book, April 19, 1842 Primary source. Read Elizabeth Durfee’s
report that Emma Smith and her counselors administered to her and that she was healed. Note the
subsequent administration to Abigail Leonard.

2. Nauvoo Relief Society Minute Book, April 28, 1842 Primary source. Mark Joseph’s
statements about women healing, appointment, revelation, temple order, and the turning of the key.
3. Joseph Smith Journal, September 28, 1843 Primary source. Read the entry recording the
highest and holiest order and the companion. Use the annotation identifying Emma Smith and the
entrance of women into the temple council.

4. Vilate Kimball Blessing Husband in the first of the 2nd Anointings Primary source. Read
the collection of rare sources. While they are not complete they are a good starting spot for you
research into the evolution of these highest ordinances.

5. The First Fifty Years of Relief Society, part 1 introduction Documentary introduction. Read
the editorial explanation of Emma as the first woman endowed, her administration to other women,

and the relationship between the Relief Society and the temple council.

6. The Privilege of the Sisters: Elizabeth Ann Whitney Documentary biography. Trace Whitney
from counselor and healer to endowed woman and temple officiator. Record the dates assigned to

her temple participation.

7. Scenes and Incidents in Nauvoo Published historical transcript. Locate Helen Mar Whitney’s
publication of Heber C. Kimball's April 1, 1844 entry. Mark Vilate Kimball's washing and anointing
and her claim in the first resurrection.

6 continued Research Leads, Later Memory, and Academic Analysis
Testing the strongest and weakest links in the priestesshood argument

Academic and retrospective readings

8. Devery S. Anderson and Gary James Bergera, The Anointed Quorum in Nauvoo, 1842 to
1845 Academic article. Use the article to reconstruct membership, dates, meetings, and the
development of the anointed quorum. Pay special attention to pages 129 through 131.

9. Jonathan A. Stapley and Kristine Wright, Female Ritual Healing in Mormonism Academic
article. Read the analysis of women’s washing, anointing, laying on of hands, and healing as an

ordered ritual tradition. Compare the authors’ categories with the Relief Society minutes.

10. Eliza R. Snow, Female Relief Society, April 1868 Primary source. Read Snow’s statement
that the Society derived its authority and influence from priesthood. Compare this later formulation
with Joseph’s 1842 language.

11. Eliza R. Snow, Eden Relief Society discourse, September 22, 1884 Primary source. Read
Snow’s memory that Joseph turned the key of knowledge to the Relief Society. Identify the

chronological distance from the Nauvoo events and the institutional memory it preserves.

rah M. Kimball’s remembered formulation men hurch Historian’s Pr
Retrospective source guide. Use the editorial notes to identify Sarah Kimball as the source for the
phrase “under the priesthood after the pattern of the priesthood.” Keep this wording distinct from
Eliza Snow’s own 1868 statement.



https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/the-first-fifty-years-of-relief-society/part-1/1-2/1-2-6?lang=eng
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/the-first-fifty-years-of-relief-society/part-1/1-2/1-2-7?lang=eng
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/journal-december-1842-june-1844-book-3-15-july-1843-29-february-1844/116
https://mormonstudies.as.virginia.edu/princes-research-excerpts-temples-mormonism/bergera-2nd-anointing-1/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/the-first-fifty-years-of-relief-society/part-1?lang=eng
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/at-the-pulpit/bonus-chapters/bonus-1?lang=eng
https://rsc.byu.edu/womans-view/scenes-incidents-nauvoo
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/mormonhistory/vol29/iss2/1/
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/mormonhistory/vol29/iss2/1/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1754069
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/the-first-fifty-years-of-relief-society/part-3/3-6?lang=eng
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/eliza-r-snow/1880s/1884/09/1884-09-22
https://www.churchhistorianspress.org/at-the-pulpit/part-1/chapter-10?lang=eng

Chronology exercise

Documented What the evidence establishes
action

April 19, 1842

April 28, 1842

September 28,
1843

October 27,
1843

January 20,
1844

February 1,
1844




April 1, 1844

May 5, 1844

Final Source Synthesis and Reading Record

Bring the documentary sequence together in one defensible historical argument

Final synthesis assignment

Write 500 to 700 words answering the following question: How did women move from
sustaining sacred space, to governing a female covenant society, to receiving and
administering the Nauvoo temple ordinances? Use at least four primary sources. Include one
source from the Commerce crisis, one Relief Society minute entry, Joseph’s September 28,
1843 journal entry, and one source concerning Vilate Kimball or another endowed woman.
Evaluate at least one later reminiscence by explaining both its value and its limitations.

Your response should distinguish three related forms of authority: charismatic spiritual gifts, Relief
Society jurisdiction, and authority exercised through temple ordinances. Conclude by identifying the
strongest documentary evidence for describing the Relief Society as a preparatory priestesshood
and the most significant evidentiary gap that remains.

Reading record

1 | completed the core primary sources.

| completed at least two academic readings.

| verified every quotation | plan to use.

| distinguished contemporary evidence from retrospective memory.

| recorded one question to bring to class.
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