
This homework is meant to help you slow down and see the larger picture that often gets 
lost in modern readings of the New Testament. In class, we explored the idea that Christ’s 
mission was to restore an older temple pattern that had been narrowed, simplified, and 
reinterpreted over time. We also introduced the importance of schemas, the mental 
frameworks ancient readers used to understand symbols and see the main mission of 
Christ. These schemas show us interpretations of common symbols like the sun, the moon, 
the stars, the temple, and covenant. So, as you work through this assignment, pay close 
attention to how these patterns appear in the text, how later interpretations may shift 
their meaning, and how restored revelation helps bring parts of that older world back into 
view. The goal is not just to gather facts, but to train yourself to read the scriptures within 
the symbolic and historical world in which they were first understood.

The Bible as we understand it today was formed through the ecumenical councils which 
were gatherings of early Christian leaders who came together to resolve disagreements 
about doctrine with the ultimate goal of creating unity across this rapidly growing state 
church. While their main goal was defining beliefs about Christ and God, these councils 
were the main influence on the formation of   the biblical canon that was being organized 
and stabilized at the same time. As a result, the scriptures were preserved, read, and 
prioritized within the theological frameworks being developed at these councils. This 
means the Bible emerged within certain schema lenses and interpretations that became 
the primary lens, while others were set aside, and complex ideas were then clarified or 
simplified to create consistency. When we can understand this process we can then 
recognize and trace how scripture has been layered with interpretive meaning and later 
frameworks.

Overview of the ecumenical councils:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/canon-law/History#ref216830

Ehrman’s work on the differences of Christianity of the time:
https://ehrmanblog.org/why-were-some-of-the-earliest-christian-books-left-out-of-the-
nt/
Be sure to click to his next post as well to continue the article. 

Schemas are the mental frameworks we use to make sense of the world, and the problem 
is we usually don’t realize we’re using them. When you read scripture, you are reading it 
through a framework you’ve already been given, you don’t consciously realize it but that 
lens tells you what things mean before you even start. That is why two people can read 
the same verse and come away with completely different conclusions. What we are trying 
to do in this course is become aware of those schemas and, when needed, replace them 
with the ones that existed at the time the text was written. That shift is the key. Once you 
start reading the text through the ancient schema instead of the modern one, patterns 
that were invisible before suddenly become clear, and the text begins to function the way 
it was originally intended.

Steven Pinker Sense of Style: understanding the language of writing.
https://stevenpinker.com/publications/sense-style-thinking-persons-guide-writing-21st-
century

George Lakoff Cognitive Linguistics and the Schema of image based language. 
https://uwm.edu.pl/anglistyka/uploads/files/drogosz/lakoff-the-invariance-hypothesis-is-
abstract-reason-based-on-image-schemas.pdf

Schema Theory influences 
https://www.simplypsychology.org/what-is-a-schema.html

Apocryphal and pseudepigraphal texts are generally thought of as apocrypha, 
meaning hidden away, and pseudepigraphal meaning false writings. The 
ancient Jewish and Christian writings were categorized this way through a 
gradual process where early Christian communities evaluated writings on key 
considerations. Texts were often questioned if their origin was uncertain, 
anonymous, or attributed to figures after their lifetime. Others were set aside 
because their teachings did not align with the theological frameworks that 
were becoming dominant within the emerging church, as leaders sought 
doctrinal consistency across communities. In addition, some writings were 
considered too complex or symbolic for widespread use, making them less 
suitable for public teaching and instruction. Over time, these factors led to 
certain texts being preserved and circulated more widely, while others were 
excluded from the developing canon, not necessarily because they contained 
no value, but because they did not fit within the interpretive and doctrinal 
boundaries that were being established.

Apocryphal texts:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/apocrypha

Pseudepigraphal texts:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/pseudepigrapha

One of the most influential interpretive frameworks that developed in early 
Christianity was the idea that Christ fulfilled and therefore replaced the need 
for the temple. This reading includes New Testament passages, referring to 
the tearing of the veil, Christ referring to His body as the temple, and 
teachings that emphasize worship “in spirit and in truth.” Over time, these 
ideas were brought together into a simplified schema in which Christ’s 
mission was understood primarily as ending the need for sacred space and 
replacing it with a more personal, internal form of religion.

However, when we examine the broader textual and historical context, this 
interpretation appears to be a narrowing rather than a complete picture. The 
New Testament itself preserves evidence that temple practices and temple 
language continued after Christ’s ministry. The apostles still gathered, taught, 
and prayed in the temple, and later writings continue to describe heavenly 
temples, priesthood roles, and structured sacred space. Rather than 
eliminating the temple, these texts suggest a transformation and expansion of 
its meaning.

This creates an important tension. A later interpretive framework emphasizes 
internalization and simplicity, while the text itself retains complexity, 
structure, and continuity with earlier temple traditions. Recognizing this shift 
allows us to see that what has often been presented as a complete 
replacement may instead be a reinterpretation shaped by the needs and 
assumptions of later communities.

The goal of this lesson is to clarify the idea that Christ brought a more 
personal relationship with God, but also to recognize that this is only part of 
the picture. When read within its original symbolic and historical framework, 
the New Testament does not identify the removal of temple theology, but it 
shows clarification and its continuation in a more improved form.

https://ntwrightpage.com/2016/03/29/glory-word-and-unity/

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/story/emergence.html?

Talmud Taanit direct link:
https://www.sefaria.org/Jerusalem_Talmud_Taanit?tab=contents

The Big reading of the week. Be sure to read this:
www.margaretbarker.com/Papers/RestoringSolomon.pdf

Restoring the Temple and the Image of God
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eliminating the temple, these texts suggest a transformation and expansion of 
its meaning.

This creates an important tension. A later interpretive framework emphasizes 
internalization and simplicity, while the text itself retains complexity, 
structure, and continuity with earlier temple traditions. Recognizing this shift 
allows us to see that what has often been presented as a complete 
replacement may instead be a reinterpretation shaped by the needs and 
assumptions of later communities.

The goal of this lesson is to clarify the idea that Christ brought a more 
personal relationship with God, but also to recognize that this is only part of 
the picture. When read within its original symbolic and historical framework, 
the New Testament does not identify the removal of temple theology, but it 
shows clarification and its continuation in a more improved form.
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This homework is meant to help you slow down and see the larger picture that often gets 
lost in modern readings of the New Testament. In class, we explored the idea that Christ’s 
mission was to restore an older temple pattern that had been narrowed, simplified, and 
reinterpreted over time. We also introduced the importance of schemas, the mental 
frameworks ancient readers used to understand symbols and see the main mission of 
Christ. These schemas show us interpretations of common symbols like the sun, the moon, 
the stars, the temple, and covenant. So, as you work through this assignment, pay close 
attention to how these patterns appear in the text, how later interpretations may shift 
their meaning, and how restored revelation helps bring parts of that older world back into 
view. The goal is not just to gather facts, but to train yourself to read the scriptures within 
the symbolic and historical world in which they were first understood.

The Bible as we understand it today was formed through the ecumenical councils which 
were gatherings of early Christian leaders who came together to resolve disagreements 
about doctrine with the ultimate goal of creating unity across this rapidly growing state 
church. While their main goal was defining beliefs about Christ and God, these councils 
were the main influence on the formation of   the biblical canon that was being organized 
and stabilized at the same time. As a result, the scriptures were preserved, read, and 
prioritized within the theological frameworks being developed at these councils. This 
means the Bible emerged within certain schema lenses and interpretations that became 
the primary lens, while others were set aside, and complex ideas were then clarified or 
simplified to create consistency. When we can understand this process we can then 
recognize and trace how scripture has been layered with interpretive meaning and later 
frameworks.

Overview of the ecumenical councils:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/canon-law/History#ref216830

Ehrman’s work on the differences of Christianity of the time:
https://ehrmanblog.org/why-were-some-of-the-earliest-christian-books-left-out-of-the-
nt/
Be sure to click to his next post as well to continue the article. 

Schemas are the mental frameworks we use to make sense of the world, and the problem 
is we usually don’t realize we’re using them. When you read scripture, you are reading it 
through a framework you’ve already been given, you don’t consciously realize it but that 
lens tells you what things mean before you even start. That is why two people can read 
the same verse and come away with completely different conclusions. What we are trying 
to do in this course is become aware of those schemas and, when needed, replace them 
with the ones that existed at the time the text was written. That shift is the key. Once you 
start reading the text through the ancient schema instead of the modern one, patterns 
that were invisible before suddenly become clear, and the text begins to function the way 
it was originally intended.

Steven Pinker Sense of Style: understanding the language of writing.
https://stevenpinker.com/publications/sense-style-thinking-persons-guide-writing-21st-
century

George Lakoff Cognitive Linguistics and the Schema of image based language. 
https://uwm.edu.pl/anglistyka/uploads/files/drogosz/lakoff-the-invariance-hypothesis-is-
abstract-reason-based-on-image-schemas.pdf

Schema Theory influences 
https://www.simplypsychology.org/what-is-a-schema.html

Apocryphal and pseudepigraphal texts are generally thought of as apocrypha, 
meaning hidden away, and pseudepigraphal meaning false writings. The 
ancient Jewish and Christian writings were categorized this way through a 
gradual process where early Christian communities evaluated writings on key 
considerations. Texts were often questioned if their origin was uncertain, 
anonymous, or attributed to figures after their lifetime. Others were set aside 
because their teachings did not align with the theological frameworks that 
were becoming dominant within the emerging church, as leaders sought 
doctrinal consistency across communities. In addition, some writings were 
considered too complex or symbolic for widespread use, making them less 
suitable for public teaching and instruction. Over time, these factors led to 
certain texts being preserved and circulated more widely, while others were 
excluded from the developing canon, not necessarily because they contained 
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One of the most influential interpretive frameworks that developed in early 
Christianity was the idea that Christ fulfilled and therefore replaced the need 
for the temple. This reading includes New Testament passages, referring to 
the tearing of the veil, Christ referring to His body as the temple, and 
teachings that emphasize worship “in spirit and in truth.” Over time, these 
ideas were brought together into a simplified schema in which Christ’s 
mission was understood primarily as ending the need for sacred space and 
replacing it with a more personal, internal form of religion.

However, when we examine the broader textual and historical context, this 
interpretation appears to be a narrowing rather than a complete picture. The 
New Testament itself preserves evidence that temple practices and temple 
language continued after Christ’s ministry. The apostles still gathered, taught, 
and prayed in the temple, and later writings continue to describe heavenly 
temples, priesthood roles, and structured sacred space. Rather than 
eliminating the temple, these texts suggest a transformation and expansion of 
its meaning.

This creates an important tension. A later interpretive framework emphasizes 
internalization and simplicity, while the text itself retains complexity, 
structure, and continuity with earlier temple traditions. Recognizing this shift 
allows us to see that what has often been presented as a complete 
replacement may instead be a reinterpretation shaped by the needs and 
assumptions of later communities.

The goal of this lesson is to clarify the idea that Christ brought a more 
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ancient Jewish and Christian writings were categorized this way through a 
gradual process where early Christian communities evaluated writings on key 
considerations. Texts were often questioned if their origin was uncertain, 
anonymous, or attributed to figures after their lifetime. Others were set aside 
because their teachings did not align with the theological frameworks that 
were becoming dominant within the emerging church, as leaders sought 
doctrinal consistency across communities. In addition, some writings were 
considered too complex or symbolic for widespread use, making them less 
suitable for public teaching and instruction. Over time, these factors led to 
certain texts being preserved and circulated more widely, while others were 
excluded from the developing canon, not necessarily because they contained 
no value, but because they did not fit within the interpretive and doctrinal 
boundaries that were being established.

Apocryphal texts:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/apocrypha

Pseudepigraphal texts:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/pseudepigrapha

One of the most influential interpretive frameworks that developed in early 
Christianity was the idea that Christ fulfilled and therefore replaced the need 
for the temple. This reading includes New Testament passages, referring to 
the tearing of the veil, Christ referring to His body as the temple, and 
teachings that emphasize worship “in spirit and in truth.” Over time, these 
ideas were brought together into a simplified schema in which Christ’s 
mission was understood primarily as ending the need for sacred space and 
replacing it with a more personal, internal form of religion.

However, when we examine the broader textual and historical context, this 
interpretation appears to be a narrowing rather than a complete picture. The 
New Testament itself preserves evidence that temple practices and temple 
language continued after Christ’s ministry. The apostles still gathered, taught, 
and prayed in the temple, and later writings continue to describe heavenly 
temples, priesthood roles, and structured sacred space. Rather than 
eliminating the temple, these texts suggest a transformation and expansion of 
its meaning.

This creates an important tension. A later interpretive framework emphasizes 
internalization and simplicity, while the text itself retains complexity, 
structure, and continuity with earlier temple traditions. Recognizing this shift 
allows us to see that what has often been presented as a complete 
replacement may instead be a reinterpretation shaped by the needs and 
assumptions of later communities.

The goal of this lesson is to clarify the idea that Christ brought a more 
personal relationship with God, but also to recognize that this is only part of 
the picture. When read within its original symbolic and historical framework, 
the New Testament does not identify the removal of temple theology, but it 
shows clarification and its continuation in a more improved form.

https://ntwrightpage.com/2016/03/29/glory-word-and-unity/

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/story/emergence.html?

Talmud Taanit direct link:
https://www.sefaria.org/Jerusalem_Talmud_Taanit?tab=contents

The Big reading of the week. Be sure to read this:
www.margaretbarker.com/Papers/RestoringSolomon.pdf
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This homework is meant to help you slow down and see the larger picture that often gets 
lost in modern readings of the New Testament. In class, we explored the idea that Christ’s 
mission was to restore an older temple pattern that had been narrowed, simplified, and 
reinterpreted over time. We also introduced the importance of schemas, the mental 
frameworks ancient readers used to understand symbols and see the main mission of 
Christ. These schemas show us interpretations of common symbols like the sun, the moon, 
the stars, the temple, and covenant. So, as you work through this assignment, pay close 
attention to how these patterns appear in the text, how later interpretations may shift 
their meaning, and how restored revelation helps bring parts of that older world back into 
view. The goal is not just to gather facts, but to train yourself to read the scriptures within 
the symbolic and historical world in which they were first understood.

The Bible as we understand it today was formed through the ecumenical councils which 
were gatherings of early Christian leaders who came together to resolve disagreements 
about doctrine with the ultimate goal of creating unity across this rapidly growing state 
church. While their main goal was defining beliefs about Christ and God, these councils 
were the main influence on the formation of   the biblical canon that was being organized 
and stabilized at the same time. As a result, the scriptures were preserved, read, and 
prioritized within the theological frameworks being developed at these councils. This 
means the Bible emerged within certain schema lenses and interpretations that became 
the primary lens, while others were set aside, and complex ideas were then clarified or 
simplified to create consistency. When we can understand this process we can then 
recognize and trace how scripture has been layered with interpretive meaning and later 
frameworks.

Overview of the ecumenical councils:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/canon-law/History#ref216830

Ehrman’s work on the differences of Christianity of the time:
https://ehrmanblog.org/why-were-some-of-the-earliest-christian-books-left-out-of-the-
nt/
Be sure to click to his next post as well to continue the article. 

Schemas are the mental frameworks we use to make sense of the world, and the problem 
is we usually don’t realize we’re using them. When you read scripture, you are reading it 
through a framework you’ve already been given, you don’t consciously realize it but that 
lens tells you what things mean before you even start. That is why two people can read 
the same verse and come away with completely different conclusions. What we are trying 
to do in this course is become aware of those schemas and, when needed, replace them 
with the ones that existed at the time the text was written. That shift is the key. Once you 
start reading the text through the ancient schema instead of the modern one, patterns 
that were invisible before suddenly become clear, and the text begins to function the way 
it was originally intended.

Steven Pinker Sense of Style: understanding the language of writing.
https://stevenpinker.com/publications/sense-style-thinking-persons-guide-writing-21st-
century
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